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CHINESE NEW YEAR FOOD HAMPER DISTRIBUTION PROJECT

The Rotary Club of Changi was privilege to be involved in the “Chinese New Year Food Hampers Distribution Project”, upon
the invitation of Foundation of Rotary Clubs. Members of Changi generously raised over $12,000 for this meaningful project
within weeks. Using this amount, 150 hampers were prepared, each costing $75.

150 needy families were carefully identified and selected regardless of their races to receive these hampers. Letters were sent out
earlier to inform these families, informing them of the time and venue for the collection. In each hamper, canned food, cooking
oil, rice, biscuits, mushrooms, CNY goodies and etc were packed in a market trolley.

On 21* Jan 2012, 15 Changi Rotarians and 25 Interactors of Pei Chai Secondary School and Anglo Chinese School (Interna-

ti

onal) volunteered their Saturday morning to help in this worthy cause. At 8am, Rotarians and Interactors started packing and

preparing for the distributors. Stations were setup to ensure that the distributions of foods were given out smoothly and promptly.
The guest of Honor, Mr Andrew Chua Thiam Chwee, Chairman of West Coast CCC graced the occasion to lend support this
event. At 9am, families were streaming in and by noon time, all the hampers were given out.

Free Heart Surgery for Children

The Rotary Club of Tebrau Heart Fund was established in 1994, with the purpose to providing free heart surgery to needy
children, in or around Johor Bahru, Malaysia.

By contributing USD 100,000 to Madras Medical Missions of India, some 20 years ago, we were given 7 places of free heart
surgery a year for a period of 33 years. So far we have sent 25 children for surgery with 80% success.

However, we have not been able to use up the places, which is unsatisfactory from the viewpoint of public fund stewardship. In
a recent club meeting, our members have decided to open the facility to other Rotary Clubs within District 3310; and also to
our sister clubs.

The Offer
Very briefly, the program offers:

1. Free surgery for the patient, accompanied by one parent; including accommodation and meals.

2. The sponsor club pays for the air passage and travel incidentals. Some local support can be provided by our sister club in
Chanai,

3. A standard operation takes 9 days, including recuperation.

4. Complications, if any occurs, will be borne by the sponsored club, but so far there has not been an incident because the

hospital could diagnose quite accurately in the review period

5. Assistance from Rotary Club of Tebrau for the earlier cases will be made available. To assist a sponsoring club, we will also

do briefing, provide coaching and guidelines

Interested Parties
Interested parties please contact our Acting President PP Ganesh Kumar or the Tebrau member in contact with you. We will
then make arrangement to meet up so that this matter will bear fruit..
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Rotary Lights Up Rh. Mejang Longhouse Ulu Menuan, Kapit, Sarawak, E.Malaysia

Rotary Club of Kuching Jaya and her partnering Rotary Clubs in RI District 3310, namely, Rotary Clubs of Kuching, Johor Bahru, Kulai,
Singapore Sentosa, Singapore East, and Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei, successfully completed a micro-hydro electricity supply project at Rh.
Mejang Longhouse, Ulu Menuan, Kapit, Sarawak, E.Malaysia.

After a successful trial run of about one month, the project was handed over to the Village Committee (JKKK) of Rh. Mejang on Saturday 4™
February, 2012. Mr Larry Sng Wei Shien, former ADUN for the Pelagus Constituency, who is now Sarawak State Youth Adviser in the Chief
Minister’s Department, was the Guest of Honour at the elaborate handing-over ceremony.

Mr Larry Sng’s entourage which came by six long-boats up the Menuan River (a ride of about 3 hours from Kapit) included 7 Rotarians from the
Host Club of Rotary Club of Kuching Jaya, newspaper reporters and staff from the Kapit Information Service Office. Another group of people who
were invited were 4 technicians and skilled workers from Ba’Kelalan, Lawas. These 4 gentlemen were volunteers who came to help the villagers
build the project from the start till its successful completion. Their expertise came in handy as they were involved in Rotary’s first successful
micro-hydro electricity supply system at Buduk Bui, Ba’Kelalan in 2007.

The visitors were given a rousing Iban traditional welcome with gongs and drums and dancing at the neatly-built boat landing. A brief launching
ceremony at the turbine shed was conducted before the party walked up to Rh. Mejang Longhouse. After the official launching and handing over
ceremony and the sumptuous traditional dinner, the night’s party began. The merry-making, dancing (in particular poco-poco) and singing
continued till 6.30am next morning. Nobody slept through the night!

The project is a community project carried out by Rotary Club of Kuching Jaya and her partnering Rotary Clubs in RI District 3310, in collabo-
ration with the villagers of Rh. Mejang Longhouse. The electricity produced is strictly for lighting of each of the 24-door longhouse, free of charge,
24 hours a day. The volume of water produced by the selected streams can only support a small unit of turbine generator. With proper manage-
ment, the villagers can benefit from this project for at least 5-10 years before any major repairs.

In his speech, President Michael Woods of Rotary Club of Kuching Jaya highlighted the impact of this project to the community. Through the
spirit of ‘ gotong-royong ‘ (community self-help), the project has brought the longhouse folks of Rh. Mejang closer together and the 4 men from
Ba’Kelalan have become part of the local community of Rh. Mejang Longhouse. They ate, slept and worked together with the local residents and
were even adopted as ‘ sons ‘ by the local families! For the Rotarians, especially those who have been regular visitors to the Village, before,
during the implementation and until the successful completion of the project, they, too, have felt that despite so many challenges and extremely
tiring longboat rides, it is all worth it after all! Many Rotarians who have contributed to the project would also take pride for having done their part
to cause a positive change in the life of this remote Rh. Mejang Longhouse, right in the heart of the deep rain forest in Sarawak.

The people of Rh. Mejang are deeply touched and grateful to have benefited from this kind act of humanity. We know because they have expressed
it in their speeches during the handing-over night.

Rotary is committed to peace and goodwill among people of diverse relationships, tribal groups and backgrounds. The micro-hydro electricity
supply at Rh. Mejang is an example of how Rotary does it!

President Michael, on behalf of all Rotary Participating Clubs of this project, expressed his heartfelt gratitude and thanks to all who have
contributed in time, money or any other ways towards the success of this project.

On Sunday, 5" February, 2012, the entire visiting party left the Village at 8.30am for Kapit in 6 long-boats, leaving behind the people we have
grown to know so well and bringing back with us sweet memories and wonderful experiences!

Iban maidens welcoming Mr Larry Wall-sign at the Turbine site. Larry cutting the ribbon at the turbine Larry about to switch on the lights.
Sng and his entourage. shed while Pres. Michael looked on.
The lights are on! One for the album -immediately after ~ Larry with the ‘Be’kalalan’ boys - the PHF Recognition for Larry for his

Larry ‘switched’ on the turbine. skilled micro-hydro workers. work for the betterment of humanity.



